
ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee

ALA Midwinter Meeting 2008, Philadelphia PA
Members present on Sunday January 13: Qiang Jin (Chair), Christopher Cronin, Patricia Dragon, Linda Gabel, John Mitchell, Hideyuki Morimoto
Members absent on Sunday January 13:  Richard Baumgarten, Lisa Bruere, Teresa Negrucci
1.1
Welcome and introduction of members and guests

1.2
Adoption of agenda                                                                                  

The agenda was adopted.

1.3
Adoption of 2007 Annual minutes


The minutes were adopted.  
Minutes are available on the SAC Web page:  http://www.ala.org/ala/alctscontent/CCS/catcommittees/subjectanalysis/ccs_SAC_AC07min.doc 
1.4
Update on MARBI (Stephen Hearn on behalf of Bonnie Dede)        [SAC08-MID/1] 
See written report (attached).
1.4.1 Discussion of relevant MARBI proposals and discussion papers
1.5
Report on the Sears List of Subject Headings (Joseph Miller)            [SAC08-MID/2]
See written report (attached).
Web access for the Sears List mentioned in the report for this year will probably be in the fall of 2008.  A question was asked about a MARC 21 code for the Spanish edition.  Joseph replied that he will find out.

1.6
Report of the liaison from the Cataloging Policy and Support Office of the Library of Congress (Janis Young)                                                                [SAC08-MID/3]
See written report (attached).
A question was asked about what happens if there is no cataloging for Casalini Libri titles.  Janis Young replied that they come to LC and are cataloged as usual.  Also, not all Italian books come from Casalini Libri.
A question was asked about whether encoding level 3 All Music Guide records are being released through CDS.  Janis said yes, they are being distributed through CDS and OCLC is loading them.
A question was asked about Spanish and French options in Catalogers Desktop.  Janis said these are available on log in.
A question was asked about normalization for validation records, and referred to trouble with subfield code.  Janis said the Policy committee has accepted and approved the November 2007 report on normalization.  It details changes to normalization procedures which resolve issues with validation records.   OCLC is currently evaluating the impact of the changes.
A question was asked about the location of brief biographies in records.  Janis replied that the biographies are provided by publishers and stored separately from the cataloging data.  Links to them are provided in 856 fields of bibliographic records.
1.7
Dewey Decimal Classification Division Reports                                  [SAC08-MID/4]
1.7.1 Report of the Decimal Classification Division Liaison (Julianne Beall)

1.7.2 Report on Dewey Classification and OCLC Dewey Services (Joan Mitchell)
See joint written report (attached).

1.7.3 Report of the Dewey Classification Editorial Policy Committee liaison (Jessica MacPhail)                                                                                                [SAC08-MID/5]
See written report (attached).
Handouts were distributed on planned classification changes for Trans-Neptunian Objects and for Transgendered and Intersex People.  Feedback is requested by February 15.

1.8
Report of the Chair of SAC (Qiang Jin)                                               [SAC08-MID/6]
See written report (attached).
1.9
Report of the liaison from the American Association of Law Libraries (Yael Mandelstam)                                                                                                        [SAC08-MID/7]
See written report (attached).

A question was asked whether the rule is always to add a 450 for inherently legal subject headings.  Yael responded that it is not written into the manual.  Terms that are obviously legal will not because they are easily identified.  For example, “Criminal procedure—Law and legislation” is mistaken because it is inherently legal, and because the subdivision is not free-floating.  A question was asked whether there were any plans to have an automatic cross-reference added into the subject manual.  Janis Young said there were no plans to do so at this time.
The meeting was adjourned at 10:55.

Members present on Monday  January 14: Qiang Jin (Chair), Christopher Cronin, Patricia Dragon, Linda Gabel, John Mitchell, Hideyuki Morimoto, Teresa Negrucci
Members absent on Monday January 14:  Richard Baumgarten, Lisa Bruere

2.1
Welcome and introduction of members and guests

2.2
Old business

2.2.1 Consent agenda:  Vote to approve the charge the SAC Subcommittee on Genre Form Implementation. 

There was no further discussion. Motion approved unanimously.

2.3 IFLA liaison report






 [SAC08-MID/8]

See written report (attached)


The report was presented by David Miller and Ed O’Neill.
2.4 FRSAR report







 [SAC08-MID/9]
See written report (attached)

The report was presented by Ed O’Neill who was filling in for Marcia Zeng.
Marcia hopes a new draft will be ready in the spring.
2.5 Report of the SACO at Large meeting. 



[SAC08-MID/10]
Janis Young gave a presentation.  While the content was valuable, the meeting had low attendance. John Mitchell requests that an announcement is made at the beginning of the Sunday meeting alerting SAC members to stay after the Sunday meeting to participate in the SACO at Large meeting following the first meeting. 

Linda Gabel asked when SACO members can submit genre requests. LC is not accepting genre/form proposals from SACO members yet, but SACO members can submit topical headings and LC will create additional genre/form headings as appropriate.
2.6 Report of the Joint SAC/PCC Task Force on LC Classification Training Materials-   
                                                                                                                         [SAC08-MID/11]
See written report (attached)

Lori Robare gave this presentation.

The subcommittee met for the final time today. There were a lot of revisions of the workshop and material was cut to make the training sessions more manageable; however the material that was cut was maintained, if an advanced training session is ever needed. 

A request was made to dismiss the subcommittee. 

A motion was made to disband the taskforce was moved and seconded, with thanks to Lori Robare, Lois Chan, Daniel Lovins, Mark McKnight, Scott Opasik, Bruce Trumble, Mary Kay Pietris.

2.7 Report of the SAC Subcommittee on FAST



 [SAC08-MID/12]
See written report (attached)

Qiang Jin gave this presentation.

The SAC subcommittee on FAST met on Friday and Ed O’Neill gave update on the development since 2007. The FAST team completed all FAST facets. In December 2007, the FAST team subcommittee sent the subcommittee a random sample of 500 bib records with all FAST facets in all formats. Several subcommittee members looked it over and sent questions to the listserv, where the subcommittee leader answered those questions. The meeting on Friday devoted most of the meeting time to discussing the samples and providing the FAST team with feedback.

Also, on Friday, the subcommittee proposed to extend the life of the subcommittee to Midwinter 2010. At our Annual meeting, the SAC subcommittee on FAST would provide the FAST team with comments on the newer version of the FAST manual.

Motion to extend the life of the SAC Subcommittee of FAST approved unanimously.

2.7.1 FAST Project Update





 [SAC08-MID/13]
See written report (attached)
Ed O’Neill stated that the past six months have focused primarily on creating updating process for FAST. FAST was created off of a static version of the LCSH file they derived, and there hasn’t been a consistent updating process in several years. Much of the work had been developing new software and new procedures to allow semi-automatic updates. A concern was how to keep FAST synchronized with LCSH’s changes, and software is being developed to maintain those changes at a semi-automatic level. As part of that project, it is estimated that 200,000 FAST headings will be added to the FAST vocabulary.

Thanks would also like to be extended to Lynn El-Hoshy for all her work on the FAST project.

2.8 Report of the SAC Subcommittee on the Future of Subject Headings [SAC08-MID/14]
See written report (attached).
Linda Gabel gave this report. The current chair, Lisa Bruere, was unable to attend this meeting, due to health issues. LC gave an announcement of its intention to continue its application of Library of Congress Subject Headings. This announcement slightly changed the focus of the committee.  Tentative arrangements for speakers had been made for Annual 2008. However the committee decided to postpone that program until Annual 2009. Timing gives chance to SAC and CCS to talk about findings.  Also, a request for a refinement of the committee’s charge was made. Change replaces “LCSH” with “using controlled vocabulary”.

Motion to approve the charge approved unanimously.

Motion to extend the life of the SAC Subcommittee on the Future of Subject Headings to 2009 approved unanimously.

Linda Gabel will be assuming the chair of the subcommittee.  

The wiki will be re-activated for discussion, the listserv is still active, and will be asking input from the library community.

2.9 Report of the SAC Subcommittee on Genre Form Implementation [SAC08-MID/15]
Patricia Dragon gave this presentation.

The subcommittee had a very well-attended meeting on Saturday, from subcommittee members, as well as guests. This was just an organizational meeting and some short term goals that were set before annual were: setting up a committee wiki to carry out some discussions; develop list of broad, high-level areas or communities involved in form genre work such as law, music, art, medical, specials collections, etc. The committee would look at what work had already been done on form genre lists. Also, the committee would look at how to prioritize attention to be paid these various communities. They also want to look at subject headings that need to be coded as form headings that would work as a list of general terms, such as “periodicals” that could service many communities.

A permanent CPSO liaison is needed for the subcommittee. 

Geographic subdivisions are going to be a hot topic for the subcommittee. During the meeting on Saturday, some people in attendance voiced the opinion that genre/form headings, or at least certain types of genre/form headings should be sub-dividable geographically, and others felt that they should not.  It’s a question open for debate and one that the subcommittee feels should make some sort of recommendation about in the future.
CPSO suggests that the subcommittee draft a letter of support for Genre Form headings and their continued development and send it to the Library of Congress.

Janis Young has been appointed permanent CPSO liaison to the 
Genre/Form committee.
2.10 Discussion period

2.10.1 ALCTS Non-English Access task force recommendation (recommendation 11)

Michelle Robertson from the Steering Committee to Oversee the Implementation of the ALCTS Taskforce on Non-English Access Recommendations came and spoke on recommendation 11 – The needs of Non-English Speakers. There is a link on agenda to the recommendations.  One is very specific to SAC : study the need for multi-lingual access in multiple scripts.  There is no specific timeline.

John Mitchell asked if there is outreach to vendors. Michelle answered that they haven’t done that yet, but it is an excellent idea.

Qiang stated that this is a very broad issue and wide cooperation is needed. Did she have any specific ideas to carry out this charge? Michelle answered that they will consider what needs aren’t being met currently.

A question was asked if this was about non-English access.  Michelle answered that this was about non-roman access.

Linda Gabel stated that we already have a model for bilingual access in North America, and that is Library and Archives Canada. It would be best to link up with our sister organization to see their best practices.

John Mitchell wondered if we are moving toward virtual authority file for subjects.  Can search in any language for materials in any language?  Sounds pie in the sky- is for searchability or retrieval?  Which databases are you searching? 

Michelle answered that the authority records are being addressed separately by MARBI, and Linda added that this topic is coming up in April.

David Miller mentioned Access Canada and the Queens Public Library Project as projects that could be drawn on for examples. Also, within CCS, there will be a program at Annual that focuses on multilingual users’ needs in public libraries.  Topics will include developing a needs survey to be administered to technical services about local populations and services they provide, what they’re not able to provide, etc. Michelle said this would be a good place to start for information gathering.

2.10.2 SAC Charge Review

Sara Shatford Layne explained that this is a routine review that happens every five years with every committee in CCS. The questionnaire is filled out by the chair based on the discussions of the committee.  A response is due by March 1 to Sara, who then reports to the CCS executive committee.

Chris Cronin mentioned that the 2003 charge includes retrieval, but the 2008 version does not.  Sara said she also noticed that and will check on it.  It can be re-inserted if SAC wants into the new charge.

2.10.3 Report on the Future of Bibliographic Control (section 4.3)

The final report was just released earlier this week on Thursday. David Miller had read the final version, but didn’t specifically look for changes. His personal thoughts were that criticisms of LCSH system are better stated in final report.  David then read the recommendations aloud.

Ed O’Neill asked what FRBR object should subject analysis be applied? Is it really the work that should be analyzed? Is subject at the work level or expression level?  There was some discussion about this in Form Genre subcommittee; also there was some confusion over format.  Is there a consensus? 

Sherman Clarke added that subjects are almost always at work level. Ed responded that yes, that has been the assumption, but it’s not clear if there’s absolute agreement. Lois Chan added if subject analysis includes Form Genre, then can’t all be at the work level. It would have to be at the expression level or at the manifestation level. Ed said format would definitely be at the manifestation level.

Joseph Miller asked is the LC Bibliographic Control report about returning LCSH to a hierarchical thesaurus? David said LC mentions a support for support for faceted discovery, and a little about hierarchy, but it’s hard to tell. Joseph said changing an alphabetical subject listing to thesaurus is impossible. Also, references are not really meant to indicate hierarchy, just practical see also references. 

David Miller read the recommendation “to support faceted browsing and discovery” which is probably in reference to decoupling of subject strings which is probably more about post-coordination. John Mitchell said the MARC format already supports searching by facets with subfield coding. Ed O’Neill stated that a concern is that subfield coding usually doesn’t translate outside MARC environment.

A comment from the audience was raised about cross-referencing that should go to the Future of Subject Headings Subcommittee. This has already been done for MESH and LC, although neither of them has done anything with it. There is no need to reinvent the wheel. It’s a matter of adding information to the authority file. John Mitchell said he will be sending a message to Barbara Tillett regarding this. 

Chris Cronin said the timing is unfortunate, but SAC did not ask or did not submit comments on the latest LC report. Should we make some formal statement about what this group is doing to address LC’s recommendations? And are there gaps?  Many catalogers in particular will be looking to SAC and we should be speaking to them.

A comment was raised that it would be appropriate for SAC to approach ALA. LC has their hands tied because they are not really the national library. It might be time to lobby with ALA to get LC to be viewed as the national library.  Lori Robare said that this is similar to what SWOT is planning and it might be possible for the two to join efforts. A comment came from the audience that the CCS executive committee is already working on a document and testimony to Congress, so this could be expanded.

David Miller said there was a discussion Friday night at the Executive Committee meeting where they talked about what ALA can do by lobbying means and 401c3, and can they work with Washington office of ALA.  Although there are no specific actions planned right now, the CCS Executive Committee will discuss potential talking points, with a likely focus on the national library topic and funding for cataloging at LC.
2.10.4 Open Discussion 

Arlene Taylor brought up the Charge review. The details of the charge haven’t been discussed, and it is due by March 1. Linda Gabel said on some points, it will be just going back into minutes and no discussion is needed, but other questions will need discussion.

Qiang read question 1.

Linda said it looked adequate. Hideyuki Morimoto said don’t forget the retrieval comment earlier.

Qiang read question 2.

Linda said it might get too unwieldy if it’s any bigger. Someone asked how many liaisons there are. Qiang said about 7. Yael Mandelstam said there’s not enough representation by subject areas. What about medical and other subject areas, for example PLA and Catholic libraries? Linda Gabel said the PLA cataloging group meets at the same time as this committee. Lori Robare said SAC can get skewed towards the academic side. Linda said should explore extending the liaisons. Lori said RDA might have slots for subject development.  We might want to keep slots open. A comment was made that SAC should have serious input into group 3 entities in RDA.

Qiang read question 3.

A comment was made that SAC might want to connect with the Next Generation Catalog group in LITA. There’s also an Authority Control interest group in LITA. Their program at Annual will be on FNAR and FRSAR.

Qiang read question 4 and agrees to skip.

Qiang read question 5.

Linda Gabel suggests talking about SWOT, FAST and Form Genre.


Qiang read question 6.

Joseph Miller stated that SAC could produce a book for ALA to publish. Another comment was raised that SAC could possible put out a manual for LC training,


Qiang read question 7.

Linda Gabel mentioned extracurricular cooperation. David Miller mentioned following up on the working report would be in SAC’s future.

Qiang Jin read question 8.

Qiang Jin noted the RDA scheduling conflict caused a problem for Sunday’s meeting, as well as the conflict with the PLA Cataloging Needs committee that was noted in the previous charge questionnaire. Lori Robare mentioned a scheduling conflict in 2004 where 2 SAC programs were scheduled at the same time.

Qiang read question 9.

Linda Gabel said additional liaisons have already been mentioned.

Joseph Miller had a question about the committee’s composition. What about public and school library people on the committee? Is there a mandate? David Miller responded that there isn’t a mandate, but SAC should have a candidate pool. Chris Cronin mentioned that it has to do with turnaround and interns moving onto the committee. Sara Shatford Layne said there was only one public librarian volunteer form out of 75 when she was appointing officer. Lori Robare said perhaps we could accommodate these groups with subcommittee appointments, since they have more flexibility and meet at different times. John Mitchell said but you must be an ALCTS member to serve on the SAC, so there is a financial consideration. Someone answered liaisons wouldn’t have that requirement.

Qiang read question 10.

Linda Gabel answered no.

Qiang read question 11.


The general agreement was no.


There was no further discussion.


Qiang said the information about the charge will be disseminated in February.

Qiang asked if there were any other discussion topics. 

Qian said she received a memo from Mary Charles Lasater saying she has come up with a draft to honor Lynn El-Hoshy. We will edit it, and she will send to CCS to endorse. The draft was read and edited.

Motion was approved unanimously.

2.11 New Business

Linda Gabel announced control of genre terms with new the OCLC update.

2.12 Open announcement period required by the Committee
There were no announcements.
Meeting adjourned at 3:14pm.

[SAC08-MID/1]
TO:
Subject Analysis Committee 

FR:
Stephen Hearn, SAC MARBI liaison pro tem

RE:
Report on MARBI activity

At the ALA Annual Conference 2007 MARBI approved two proposals pertaining to subject access. Neither has been formally implemented at this point.

Proposal No. 2007-04: Use of field 520 for content advice statements

MARBI approved the definition of first indicator value 4 to signify “content advice statements,” subfield c for the assigning agency, and subfield 2 for the source code of any classification system used.  

Proposal No. 2007-06:  Changes for the German and Austrian conversion to MARC 21

A long, multi-part proposal to harmonize German and Austrian cataloging practices with MARC21.  MARBI approved several parts of interest to SAC:

· Addition of subfield 0 (zero) in controlled bib fields to contain the record number of the controlling authority, structured as the number would be in an 035 field.

· Addition of subfield 0 (zero) to the authority 260 field to contain the record number(s) of authorized heading records to which the unestablished entry is pointing.

· Addition of value 2 to 008/24-27 to signify offprints, preprints, and postprints.

· Addition of values to the bib 653 second indicator to categorize the uncontrolled term the field contains.  Category codes approved:

0=Topical term

1=Personal name

2=Corporate name

3=Meeting name

4=Chronological term

5=Geographic term

6=Genre/form term

The same codes were approved for the Classification format 753 and Community Information format 653 fields.

· Addition of subfield 0 (zero) to the authority 682 field to contain the record number(s) of the authority record which is replacing a deleted authority record.

· Addition of field 751 to the bib format for geographic name added entries.   The intent is to enable a controlled statement of certain kinds of non-subject location information.

Two items on MARBI’s Midwinter 2008 agenda are of interest to SAC:

Proposal 2008-01:  Representation of the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) System in MARC 21 formats

A long, multi-part proposal for encoding DDC numbers in MARC21 bib, classification, and authority formats.  For full details see the Proposal at:

http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2008/2008-01.html
This was originated as Discussion Paper 2007-DP06 at ALA Annual.

Discussion Paper 2008-DP01:  Identifying headings that are appropriate as added entries, but are not used as main entries

Discusses various methods to indicate on authority records that a given authorized heading may be used as an added entry but not as a main entry.  The focus of the proposal is on place names established as LC/SAF headings with authority 008/14 coded “b”, but which are needed as added entries to designate exhibit venues.

Full text of the MARBI Proposals and Discussion Papers including status updates can be found at :

http://www.loc.gov/marc/development.html
SH, January 7, 2008

[SAC08-MID/2]
SEARS REPORT TO THE ALCTS

SUBJECT ANALYSIS COMMITTEE

American Library Association Midwinter Conference

Philadelphia, PA, January 2008

Sears List of Subject Headings, 19th edition.

The 19th edition of the Sears List was published in June 2008 in print and also be made available to our electronic users in MARC21 authority format. There a total of 443 new subject headings in this edition. Of special note is the development of new headings in two areas:  Islam and Graphic novels.  The growing interest in Islam among the general public and in school curricula is reflected in the new material published, for which the Sears List now provides heading such as Islam and politics, Islamic music, Muslim women, Shiites, Sunnis, and Dervishes, among others.

The extraordinary growth in the publication and collection of graphic novels is the impetus for the addition of more than thirty new headings, among them: Adventure graphic novels, Romance graphic novels, Superhero graphic novels, Manga, Komodo, and Mecha. These new headings were suggested to us by Katherine L. Kan, a noted expert in the field, who also prepared a Core Collection of Graphic Novels for the Wilson company. These headings are all genre headings and follow the patterns set by other literary form and genre headings already in the List.

The first annual update to the 19th edition will be published before the end of 2008.

The Sears List in Spanish

A new Spanish edition of the Sears List is in preparation, to be published in February 2008. Its title is Sears: Lista de Encabezamientos de Materia: Nueva traducción y adaptación de la lista Sears. It will consist of every heading in the current 19th edition of the English Sears List, more than 8,000 headings, plus over a thousand new headings for topics of uniquely Spanish or Latin American interest, incorporating the 1984 work of Carmen Rovira. The translation has been done by two translators in Venezuela who are also librarians and subject specialists. The editor of the project is Ivan E. Calimano of the library school at the Inter-American University in Puerto Rico. The entire Principles of the Sears List, adapted to the Spanish-language material, will be included in the volume. The front matter includes an article by Tina M. Gross that was published last year by ALA in a book on Spanish subject authorities. It is entitled “Spanish-language subject headings and the Sears List: An Inter-American history.”

The Sears List on the Web in 2008

Once the Spanish edition of Sears is published, our next initiative for 2008 will be to make both the English and the Spanish lists available on the Web.

Comments, questions, and suggestions may be addressed to Joseph Miller, editor, at the following address:

The H. W. Wilson Company

950 University Avenue

Bronx, New York 10452

Telephone:     (718) 588-8400 ext. 2279

or     (800) 367-6770 ext. 2279

FAX number: (718) 538-2716

E-mail address: jmiller@hwwilson.com


[SAC08-MID/3]

Library of Congress Report on Subject Cataloging

ALA ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee (SAC)

Midwinter Meeting, Philadelphia, Pa.

January 13, 2008

Submitted by Janis L. Young

for LC CPSO 

GENERAL

LC at ALA.  More information about initiatives undertaken at the Library of Congress since the ALA Annual Meeting in June, 2007 in Washington, D.C. is available at the “LC at ALA” website, <http://www.loc.gov/ala/>, where it is updated regularly until the close of the meeting.

Exhibit booth.  The Library’s exhibit booth is no. 1946 in the Pennsylvania Convention Center.  Several Webcasts were presented at the booth theater.  These included Webcasts of the following authors speaking at the National Book Festival on September 29: Gail Carson Levine, Dr. Sanjay Gupta, Cat Cora, Stephen Carter (all on Friday evening from 5:30 through 7:30); David Baldacci (Saturday, 9:00); and Holly Black (Sunday, 9:00).  The presentation by the Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control to Library of Congress staff on November 13, 2007, was Webcast on Saturday, 4:00-5:00.  On Sunday, 4:00-5:00, the booth theater will show a Webcast of the November 16, 2007 lecture by cookbook editor Judith Jones, which was sponsored by the Science, Technology, and Business Division at the Library of Congress.  On Monday at 1:00, there will be a Webcast of the November 16, 2007, presentation by Richard Kurin, director of the Smithsonian Center for Folklife and Cultural Heritage, about the history and curse of the Hope Diamond. This event was sponsored by the Center for the Book. 

Matt Raymond, the Library’s Director of Communications, will present “News from Your National Library: New Visitors Experience, National Book Festival, Lifelong Literacy Campaign” at the booth. Times are 11:00 Saturday, 1:00 Sunday, and 12:00 Monday.  Deanna Marcum will make two presentations, on Saturday at 2:00 and Sunday at 11:00, on plans for following up on the recommendations of the Library of Congress Working Group on Bibliographic Control.

A complete schedule of booth theater presentations, including perennial favorites, is found on the  Library of Congress at ALA Annual Website at URL <http://www.loc.gov/ala/mw‑2008‑booth.html>.  

Incentive give-away items at the booth include, from the Cataloging Distribution Service, Class Web keyboard brushes and copy holders; copies of What Is FRBR?, Understanding MARC Bibliographic, and Understanding MARC Authority Records; LC Classification Poster and Pocket Guide; the CDS Catalog of Bibliographic Products and Services; and assorted brochures from other Library of Congress units.

Working Group on the Future of Bibliographic Control.  The working group made five general recommendations:

1. Increase the efficiency of bibliographic production for all libraries through cooperation and sharing  

2. Transfer effort into high-value activity

3. Position technology, recognizing that the World Wide Web is libraries’ technology platform as well as the appropriate platform for standards

4. Position the library community for the future by adding evaluative, qualitative and quantitative analyses of resources; work to realize the potential provided by the FRBR framework

5. Strengthen the library and information science profession through education and through the development of metrics that will inform decision-making now and in the future.

More information on  the Working Group is available at http://www.loc.gov/bibliographic-future, and a webcast of its presentation to Library of Congress staff can be viewed at http://www.loc.gov/today/cyberlc/feature_wdesc.php?rec=4180.  

Increase in simultaneous users.  In November, 2007, the Library installed new hardware with a greater capacity in order to support the continued increase in demand by users of the LC ILS.  At the beginning of calendar year 2008, LC raised the limits on simultaneous external sessions for the LC Online Catalog and LC Authorities.  The Library plans to continue to increase external access for users after collecting more data and monitoring system performance.

Software Upgrade. The Library is currently planning to upgrade to Voyager 6.5 within the next three to five months.  During the production upgrade there will be brief outages, which the Library will announce ahead of time.

The following new features will be available to public users after the upgrade:

1. keyword indexing of the 15 million holdings records in the LC Database.

2. the ability to use wildcards for left and internal truncation in keyword searches.

3. the ability to search older 10-digit ISBNs using the number structure for 13-digit ISBNs.

4. keyword indexing of access points on authority records.

GENERAL CATALOGING

ISSN Standard.  The revised ISSN standard (ISO 3297:2007) became available in August.  The revised standard introduces the linking ISSN (ISSN-L), which collocates the various medium versions of a continuing resource.  The National Serials Data Program expects to implement the linking ISSN, with the ISSN International Centre, in 2008, consulting with stakeholders such as OCLC, the NISO, profit-sector vendors, and other LC units.  ISSNs are increasingly used to populate OpenURL resolvers and electronic resource management databases.

Bibliographic Enrichment Activities Team (BEAT).  During the Library of Congress fiscal year 2007 (October 1, 2006-September 30, 2007), software developed by BEAT enabled the inclusion of tables of contents directly in 18,023 records for ECIP galleys and the creation of 20,389 additional D-TOC for published books.  The D-TOC can be accessed via the LC Online Catalog or through major search engines.  The cumulative number of “hits” on the D-TOC server since 1995 surpassed twenty million over the weekend of November 23-25, 2007.

Other BEAT projects this fiscal year linked the Library’s online catalog to more than 5,200 sample texts, brief biographies of 58,862 authors, 1,239 book reviews, and publishers’ descriptions of 63,821 new publications.  New projects began linking English-language summaries to catalog records for legal materials in Czech, Hungarian, Polish, Romanian, and Russian and for general titles in Chinese, Japanese, or Korean.

Shelf-ready projects.  The Casalini Shelf-Ready Project, in its third year, provided core level records for 3,091 Italian books, about half of the Italian monographs acquired by the Library in 2007.  The Library negotiated with the vendor, Casalini Libri, the reduce the price of core level records by twenty percent from the previous year, based on demand from Casalini’s other North American customers for such records.  Upon receipt, the books are sent directly to the Ft. Meade high-density storage facility.

For Latvian materials, LC has successfully implemented a project to import complete bibliographic records directly from the union catalog at the National Library of Latvia.  LC catalogers do any necessary authority work and provide LCSH, which are based on the Latvian headings.  LC classification is also supplied.  This project marks the first time that the Library of Congress has formally made use of cataloging from libraries in countries where English is not the primary language.


Shelf-ready cataloging service with Kinokuniya for Japanese language materials has been implemented, and ABA plans to continue this service in 2008.  A similar project with Japan Publications Trading Company is under review.  A cooperative agreement for bibliographic services was signed in October 2006 with the Korean vendor, Eulyoo, to purchase initial bibliographic control records, but implementation has been slowed by the demise of RLIN.

Cataloging in Publication (CIP).  The number of libraries participating in the ECIP Cataloging Partnership Program has expanded by three since the ALA Annual Conference last June.  The University of Wisconsin-Madison, Stanford University, and Texas A&M University now catalog the ECIPs (electronic Cataloging in Publication galleys) submitted to the CIP Program by their respective university presses.

LC transition from RLIN to Voyager and OCLC.  The National Union Catalog of Manuscript Collections (NUCMC) cataloging was moved to OCLC; input/update in RLIN ceased on July 26, 2008, and OCLC input/update also began on that date.  By the end of September all NUCMC records had been successfully migrated to OCLC, and the NUCMC website was edited to reflect that.


Cataloging of monographs in the JACKPHY languages was moved to Voyager from RLIN, chiefly due to workflow considerations.  Hundreds of thousands of JACKPHY monographic records were transferred from RLIN to the LC database.  The ILS Program Office and catalogers developed and evaluated “Transliterator,” which facilitates the inputting, coding, and pairing of Romanized and non-roman fields in MARC 21 records.  LC will make Transliterator available to Voyager users through SupportWeb after it has been fully tested.

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Web Site Redesign.  The Library of Congress’s Cataloging and Acquisitions Web site was launched in January 2007.  The redesigned site has a new URL, http://www.loc.gov/aba/. The former Cataloging Policy and Support Office (CPSO) Web site was incorporated into the new site, and information formerly available on that site, including cataloging policy news and the classification and subject headings weekly lists, is accessible on the new site.   

Music cataloging.  The “brief score cataloging” workflow cleared more than 5,000 choral octavos, popular song sheets, and instrumental scores on 2,956 brief records.  

LC began in January to use metadata leased from the All Music Guide (AMG) services of of All Media Guide, LLC, for the production of brief records for popular music compact discs (CDs).  Using locally developed software, technicians located and imported AMG metadata and output the result into a MARC21 record, with the encoding level 3.  The data were then adjusted to meet ILS input standards.  This process nearly eliminated the need for original rekeying of data, including contents notes.  As of the end of September 1,959 records had been created.
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGING

Transcription of Chinese and Japanese.  In 2007, the Library changed its policy for transcribing spaces in Chinese and Japanese data.  The revised policy unifies LC practice for spacing in records for monographs and serials.  LC had approximately 400,000 Chinese and Japanese monograph records with the former spacing practice, which could not easily be searched together with records for serials and integrating resources.  For this reason LC reloaded the 400,000 bibliographic records for Chinese and Japanese monographs without the spaces and redistributed the records via the Cataloging Distribution Service.

Non-Latin scripts in records.  The Library of Congress is working on many fronts to bring more non-Latin script data into cataloging products.  


Authority records:  With the major authority record exchange partners (British Library, Library and Archives Canada, National Library of Medicine, and OCLC), LC is working to add non-Latin script support to authority records that form the LC/NACO Authority File. The partners have agreed to a basic outline that will allow for the addition of non-Latin script characters in references and notes on name authority records, no earlier than April 2008.  Rather than using 880 fields that parallel “regular” MARC fields as has been the practice for bibliographic records, non-Latin script references in authorities will be added following MARC 21's “Model B” for multi-script records.  Model B provides for unlinked non-Latin script field with the same MARC tags used for romanized data, such as authority record 4XX fields.  


Bibliographic records:  In addition to efforts for authority records, LC is exploring a number of avenues that may result in additional non-Latin script data added to bibliographic records.  One exploration is with regard to minimal or incidental occurrences of non-Latin scripts in otherwise Latin script records (e.g., a single word or phrase in non-Latin script)-- current policy has been to fully romanize this incidental data, but we are re-examining that approach. LC is also looking to expand the languages and scripts provided-- we currently provide non-Latin script data in book and serial bibliographic records in Japanese, Arabic, Chinese, Korean, Persian, Hebrew, Yiddish, but are exploring expanding to the rest of the MARC-8 Repertoire (i.e., Cyrillic and Greek; note that LC already distributes serial records with Cyrillic and Greek script added by CONSER participants in OCLC).  LC is also exploring the feasibility of providing non-Latin scripts beyond book and serial records-- several non-book cataloging divisions at LC are interested in pursuing this avenue, and non-book records with non-Latin script characters will begin to be distributed early in 2008.  Finally, LC is studying the issues related to expanding the provision of non-Latin scripts to languages and scripts beyond the MARC-8 repertoire.  This involves the exploration of complex technical issues related to fonts, input method editors, cataloging client software, etc., the availability of staff resources with language/script expertise, and the impact on distribution products.

SUBJECT CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION

LCSH: Pre- vs. Post-coordination.  In response to a request from the Director of Acquisitions and Bibliographic Access (ABA) for a review of the pros and cons of pre- versus post-coordination of Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH), CPSO prepared a report, “Library of Congress Subject Headings: Pre- vs. Post-Coordination and Related Issues.”  In addition to a review of the issue of pre- versus post-coordination, CPSO made recommendations to reduce the costs for and further automate the process of subject cataloging while retaining the benefits of the pre-coordinated strings of LCSH.   The report was approved by ABA Management on June 13, 2007, with annotations on CPSO recommendations added in October and December 2007.  The 50-page report with eight appendices will soon be made available to the public through the Library’s web site.
Validation Records.  Over the summer, a project was begun to create subject authority records for valid subject strings (6xx) appearing in existing Library of Congress bibliographic records. Subject authority records do not exist for every assigned LC subject heading string because untold numbers of subject strings can be created by combining free-floating subdivisions with established main headings according to rules in the Subject Cataloging Manual: Subject Headings.  The goal of the project is to have commonly occurring valid subject strings represented by authority records for validation purposes within LC’s Voyager system and for other libraries that have a validation component in their Integrated Library System (ILS).  Some of the records are being created manually while others are being generated by machine, but all of them will be reviewed before distribution.  The validation records can be identified by the presence of a 667 field that reads: “Record generated for validation purposes.”  The validation records are included in LCSH in Classification Web but will not appear in the printed annual edition of LCSH.  

Genre/Form Authority Records.   In September 2007, the first batch of authority records for genre/ form headings (MARC 21 tag 155) in LCSH was issued.  The experiment is currently limited to moving image genre/form headings, i.e., films, videos, and television programs.  The records are available for searching and display in Classification Web. The search screen for these records is accessible by clicking the new “Genre/Form Headings” link on the Class Web Main Menu screen. Searches that are initiated from the “LC Subject Headings” link on the Main Menu will not retrieve genre/form headings, and searches that are initiated from the “Genre/Form Headings” link will not retrieve topical headings tagged 150.  In support of the creation and application of the moving image genre/form authority records, the draft of Subject Cataloging Manual: Subject Headings instruction sheet H 1913 was finalized and published in the 2007 Update 2 of the manual that was issued in October 2007, and included in Cataloger’s Desktop Update 4 in November.  


More information on genre/form authority records may be found at <http://www.loc.gov/catdir/cpso/genre.html.   A pilot test to explore adding such 155 records for moving image genre/forms will have a report to LC management during January 2008.

RSS Feeds for LCC and LCSH Weekly Lists.   RSS (Really Simple Syndication) is a technology that allows organizations to deliver news to a desktop computer or other Internet device. By subscribing to RSS feeds, users can stay up-to-date with areas of interest. The Library of Congress now offers several RSS feeds, including Library of Congress Classification Weekly Lists for new and revised LCC numbers and captions, and Library of Congress Subject Headings Weekly Lists for new and revised subject headings. For those who prefer to receive news by email, an email newsletter service is also available.  Information about subscribing to RSS or email may be found at http://www.loc.gov/rss/.   

Lynn El-Hoshy’s retirement.  After an illustrious 33-year career at LC, Lynn El-Hoshy retired on January 3, 2008.  Ms. El-Hoshy became a subject cataloging policy specialist in 1981 and has been LC’s spokesperson for LCSH, LC’s representative at SAC, and subject cataloging trainer par excellence within LC, nationally, and internationally. 

PROGRAM FOR COOPERATIVE CATALOGING (PCC)

Over the past few years, the PCC has discussed “personal membership” in its programs, in order to retain the contributions of trained catalogers who move to a non-member institution.  At this time, the CONSER coordinator is overseeing a pilot project in which a CONSER-trained cataloger is continuing to work in CONSER although not at a CONSER member institution.

PCC membership reached 624 in fiscal year 2007.  PCC institutions increased NACO production to 188,183 new name authority records and 10,464 new series authority records.  SACO members contributed 3,047 new subject headings and 2,214 new classification numbers.  CONSER-member institutions contributed 22,317 new records, while BIBCO members contributed 65,939 new bibliographic records.


The recently formed CJK NACO Funnel as grown to 26 institutions and in 2007 CONSER gained two new associate-level members, the University of Pennsylvania and Pennsylvania State University.  


In June, 2007, CONSER and BIBCO members began to authenticate records for integrating resources in OCLC.  The CDS MARC Distribution Service will distribute these records in a single “continuing resources” file to subscribers.


CONSER operations representatives agreed to implement the CONSER Standard Record on June 1, 2007.  The new standard focuses on supplying essential elements for a serial catalog record.  Representatives will monitor the implementation of the standard throughout the year and make changes or adjustments as needed.  Training materials for the Standard Record are available free as part of the Serial Cooperative Cataloging Training Program (SCCTP) and have been delivered in live-online format and in face-to-face training sessions.


The CONSER Publication Patterns Task Force will meet at ALA, and the topic will be the role of holdings information in the control of electronic serials.  The meeting will be held on Sunday, January 13th from 1-2 p.m. in the OCLC Blue Suite, Philadelphia Marriott.

CATALOGING TOOLS:  CATALOGING DISTRIBUTION SERVICE (CDS)

Reduced prices on CDS products.   Beginning January 1, 2008, the Cataloging Distribution Service 
of the Library of Congress will reduce prices on all MARC Distribution Services (MDS) and for new 
subscriptions or renewals to Cataloger's Desktop and Classification Web ordered after January 1, 2008. 
Prices remain the same for all other products for 2008. After its annual review of product prices, CDS 
was able to reduce product prices because of operational cost savings. These cost savings were realized
 in part because of lower staffing levels during the previous year.

For MDS prices, visit <http://www.loc.gov/cds/mds.html>.  For Cataloger's Desktop prices, visit <http://www.loc.gov/cds/desktop/prices.html>.  For Classification Web, visit <http://www.loc.gov/cds/classWeb/#Prices>.  For all other CDS products, start your search from the CDS 
home page, <http://www.loc.gov/cds>.
Cataloger’s Desktop.  Cataloger’s Desktop now includes Spanish- and French-language interfaces that 
allow users to navigate the product in their native language. Desktop also incorporates 40 Spanish- and 
40 French-language cataloging resources, as well as a recently introduced enhanced clipboard feature. 
Over 200 resources are now available through the product. For a free 30-day trial subscription visit <http://www.loc.gov/cds/desktop/OrderForm.html>. A product brochure with newly revised prices is 
available at the LC exhibit booth.

Classification Web.  This year Class Web is enhanced with much quicker class schedule navigation 
capabilities. For a free 30-day trial subscription visit <http://www.loc.gov/cds/classWeb/application.html>. 
A product brochure with revised prices is available at the LC exhibit booth.
Cataloger Training Products (Cataloger’s Learning Workshop). Two new courses will be available
 in January: Fundamentals of Library of Congress Classification and Fundamentals of Series Authorities. 
A brochure available at the booth describes the courses in some detail. Visit <http://www.loc.gov/catworkshop> 
for workshop schedules and general information and <http://www.loc.gov/cds/training.html> to purchase 
course materials directly.
Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials. Descriptive Cataloging of Rare Materials (Serials), 
2008 edition, is projected to be published in early summer 2008. The publication is a collaboration
between LC and the ACRL (Association of College and Research Libraries, an ALA division) Rare 
Books and Manuscripts Section. Other related publications are also planned.

Library of Congress Rule Interpretations (LCRI).  There will be no Update No. 4 to the 2007 LCRI subscription. Compilation of changes will continue to be published in the 2008 subscription year, as needed.

Library of Congress Subject Headings (LCSH).  The 30th edition of LCSH containing headings established or revised through December 2006 was published in summer 2007.  The latest version is available in Class Web with weekly updates.


Library of Congress Classification Schedules. Since the last ALA conference, the following new class schedules have been issued: KDZ, KG-KH: Law of the Americas, Latin America, and the West Indies (2008 ed.), G: Geography. Maps. Anthropology. Recreation (2007 ed.), D-DR: History (General) and History of Europe (2007 ed.), KZ: Law of Nations (2007 ed.), Q: Science (2007 ed.), and E-F: History (2007 ed.).


In Spring 2008, CDS will publish: KF: Law of the United States (2008 ed.), L: Education (2008 ed.), and PR-PS, PZ: English and American Literature (2008 ed.).  Visit <http://www.loc.gov/cds/classif.html> for the latest LC Classification information.


Subject Cataloging Manuals. In development now, but with no projected publishing date yet, is a combined Subject Cataloging Manual: Shelflisting and Subject Cataloging Manual: Classification.  The Cataloging Policy and Support Office is preparing this new publication.


SACO Participants’ Manual.  CDS will no longer produce the paper version of the SACO Participants’ Manual. The current version is available at no cost, online, at www.loc.gov/catdir/pcc/saco/SACOManual2007.pdf.

MARC 21 Documentation.  The new edition of MARC Concise Formats (2006 ed.) was published 
in November 2007. MARC Code List for Languages (2007 ed.) was just published. 
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Dewey at ALA Midwinter
Please join us for the Dewey Breakfast/Update on Saturday, January 12, 7:00–8:30 a.m., in Room 103B, Pennsylvania Convention Center, 1101 Arch St., Philadelphia.  The program includes presentations on current DDC research initiatives, web-based DDC training materials, and LC’s AutoDewey program in literature.  The last will be followed by a discussion on issues related to adding Dewey numbers to records for literary authors in the LC Name Authority File.  There will also be an open question/answer period.
OCLC Booth 1543
Stop by OCLC Booth 1543 to see DDC 22 and Abridged Edition 14 in print and web versions.  Other recent Dewey Decimal Classification publications are also on display.  

Dewey print publications are also on display at the Combined Book Exhibit (Booth 1118).

DDC Training

We are developing an online set of DDC training materials focused on librarians needing 
introductory or refresher Dewey application training.  The materials will include a basic course
on the structure and use of the DDC and a series of short modules on special topics, all to be
made available, at no charge, on the Dewey web site (http://www.oclc.org/dewey/resources/teachingsite/200801/default.htm).  The presentations 
and exercises assume the availability of WebDewey and a trainer and/or experienced Dewey 
user for offering explanations and fielding questions.  (Other interested parties may have access 
to course materials, but may need to consult an expert directly for background information and 
additional assistance.)  

Several modules are currently available for review: “Technical Introduction to the DDC”; “WebDewey: Basics”; “Introduction to Table 1”; “Number Building: Add Tables”; and “Choice of Number Review.”  We welcome your comments; please submit them on the Dewey blog (http://ddc.typepad.com/025431/) or send them to dewey@loc.gov.
Representation of the DDC in MARC 21
The Dewey editorial team, Deutsche Nationalbibliothek, LC, and OCLC have submitted a collection of proposals related to the representation of the DDC in MARC 21 formats for consideration by the ALA Machine-Readable Bibliographic Information (MARBI) Committee at its meeting on Saturday, January 12, 2008, at ALA Midwinter.  The collection of proposals is available under the title “Proposal No. 2008-01: Representation of the Dewey Decimal Classification (DDC) System in the MARC 21 formats” (http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2008/2008-01.html).  There are nine parts:

· 2008-01/1: Identification of internal add table numbers in the Authority and Classification formats 

· 2008-01/2: Revision of the 765 field in the Classification format 

· 2008-01/3: Classification number edition and source information in the Bibliographic and Classification formats 

· 2008-01/4: Designations for optional numbers in the Bibliographic format 

· 2008-01/5: Additional Dewey numbers for access in the Bibliographic format 

· 2008-01/6: Synthesized classification number components in the Bibliographic format 

· 2008-01/7: Segmentation information in the Classification format 

· 2008-01/8: Encoding topic information in some Classification format fields 

· 2008-01/9: Classification number hierarchy in the Classification format

The collection of proposals arises from an earlier discussion paper (http://www.loc.gov/marc/marbi/2007/2007-dp06.html) considered by MARBI at the ALA Annual Conference in June 2007.  Reports on that discussion paper can be found on the Dewey blog under the entries “Dewey in MARC 21” (http://ddc.typepad.com/025431/2007/06/dewey_in_marc_2.html) and “Dewey in MARC 21—report back” (http://ddc.typepad.com/025431/2007/07/dewey-in-marc-2.html). 

DDC Research Partners

We are collaborating with the Joint Research Centre (JRC) of the European Commission at Ispra, Italy, on the use of Dewey in a common retrieval interface for five collections, heterogeneously indexed by JRC Actions, EUROVOC, or Dewey. The goal is to make them interoperable so that any vocabulary can be used to retrieve documents from all collections. The project group at JRC Ispra will be creating and maintaining partial mappings between Dewey and the other terminologies.

The National Library of Australia is currently working on a prototype for a subject suggestion tool to assist catalogers in identifying relevant subject headings. A federated search in the background brings together bibliographic and authority data, including associated Dewey numbers, to seed the subject cataloging process with valid data.

We are continuing our cooperation with the HILT (High Level Thesaurus) project during Phase IV of the project. The HILT team at the University of Strathclyde aims to provide a DDC-based interoperability service to support cross-searching of collections. Current work includes experimenting with distributed access to DDC data via an SRW (Search/Retrieve Web) service, as well as creation of high-level mappings between selected JISC (Joint Information Systems Committee) services and the DDC spine.

We are currently starting a project in cooperation with Deutsche Nationalbibliothek (DNB) to explore the possibilities of an integrated display of Dewey in several different languages. The client will be based on MelvilClass, the cataloging interface of the German DDC.  DNB has already brought up the English-language DDC database under the MelvilClass interface as a proof-of-concept for the project.

Dewey around the World

In support of our collaboration with the World Digital Library (http://www.worlddigitallibrary.org/project/english/index.html), we delivered the DDC Summaries in the seven official project languages (Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish) for inclusion in the prototype.  The prototype was demonstrated to national delegations at the UNESCO General Conference in Paris in October 2007 (see http://www.loc.gov/today/pr/2007/07-196.html).  The World Digital Library is expected to be deployed as a service in late 2008 or early 2009.
Thirty-one librarians from fifteen countries attended the 5th Annual Dewey Translators Meeting at the World Library and Information Congress (73rd IFLA General Conference and Council) in Durban, South Africa.   The theme of the meeting (chosen by attendees at the 2006 meeting) was “How can we all work together?” A summary of the session with links to the presentations is available at http://ddc.typepad.com/025431/2007/09/how-can-we-all-.html.

Two working groups of the European DDC Users’ Group (EDUG) have begun work since the initial EDUG meeting at the Swiss National Library in June 2007.  In July 2007, Gordon Dunsire (University of Strathclyde), chair of the EDUG Technical Issues Working Group, launched its web site (http://www.slainte.org.uk/edugit/index.htm) with links to Dewey-based projects and demonstrators.  Yvonne Jahns (DNB) convened the first meeting of the European DDC Users Group (EDUG) 340 Law Working Group at IFLA 2007.  The group is studying improvements to the DDC treatment of legal systems based on civil law.   EDUG will hold its 2008 meeting at DNB in Frankfurt on April 9, followed by a special symposium (also at DNB) honoring the memory of Magda Heiner-Freiling on April 10.

Work is underway on several DDC translations:

· During IFLA 2007, we met with colleagues from Bibliotheca Alexandrina to review plans for the Arabic translation of DDC 22.  The Arabic team is currently testing use of the Pansoft software to support the translation process. 

· The French print version of DDC 22 is scheduled to be published by ASTED shortly. Work on the French web version will begin in 2008.

· The Israeli Center for Libraries expects to publish the Hebrew translation of Abridged Edition 14 in early 2008. 

· The Dewey editorial team is currently reviewing drafts for the Italian print version of DDC 22, which is scheduled to be published in early 2008.  

· The National Library of Norway is exploring a Norwegian-English mixed translation of DDC 22 to succeed the current abridged Norwegian edition (DDK 5).  We have developed a preliminary model and expect to test two draft schedules produced using the model as a proof-of-concept with Norwegian librarians in first quarter 2008.  We are also in discussions with the Royal Library of Sweden about a similar model for a Swedish-English mixed translation.   

· The Spanish translation of Abridged Edition 14 will be published in early 2008.  Planning is underway for a new translation of DDC 22 in print and web versions.

· In September 2007, OCLC signed an agreement with the National Library of Vietnam for a translation of DDC 22 (the Vietnamese translation of Abridged Edition 14 was published last year).  
Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee (EPC)

[SAC08-MID/5]
The Decimal Classification Editorial Policy Committee (EPC), the ten-member international advisory board for the DDC, held Meeting 128 at the Library of Congress in Washington, DC, November 13–14, 2007.   In one of the first actions on the agenda, EPC members made Dewey history by electing Caroline Kent (British Library) as 2008–2009 chair.  She is the first chair from outside North America in the committee’s long history (Dewey has had an advisory committee since 1937; EPC was reconstituted in its present form in 1953).  Caroline succeeds Deane Zeeman (Library and Archives Canada).  Anne Robertson (Australian Committee on Cataloguing) continues for another year as vice-chair.

Among key actions at Meeting 128, the committee approved a complete overhaul of the treatment of groups of people in Dewey—a project that has been under discussion since late 2005.  Comments received from outside reviewers spurred us to make some adjustments to our proposed development for transgendered and intersex people—we expect to post a revised version for comment shortly.  EPC also approved updates to 004–006 Computer science; 010–090 Information and general works; 100 Philosophy, parapsychology and occultism, psychology; 320 Political science; 380 Commerce, communications, transportation; 390 Customs and etiquette (except folklore); 500–509 Natural sciences; 520–550 Astronomy, physics, chemistry, earth sciences; 600–609 Technology (Applied sciences); 610 Medicine and health; 630 Agriculture and related technologies; 780 Music; 790 Recreational and performing arts; and 800 Literature and rhetoric.  Input from the worldwide Dewey community, especially translation teams, led to changes in topics such as philosophical counseling, alternative therapies, and volleyball (Italy); abortion (Sweden); cytology and histology, and wine (Germany).  Dewey users can expect to see many of the updates approved for immediate release by EPC included in WebDewey over the next year (and selected updates highlighted on the New and Changed Entries page on the Dewey web site).
EPC also feted four members leaving the committee at the end of 2007:  Migell Acosta (County of Los Angeles Public Library); Chew Chiat Naun (University of Minnesota, and formerly of University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign), Andrea Stamm (Northwestern University), and Deane Zeeman (Library and Archives Canada).   Highlights of each outgoing member’s service on the EPC can be found on the Dewey blog at http://ddc.typepad.com/025431/2007/12/epc-meeting-128.html. ALA has appointed Deborah Rose-Lefmann (Northwestern University) as the new ALA representative to EPC, succeeding Migell Acosta.  Other new members include David Farris (Library and Archives Canada), Lyn McKinney (Billings [MT] Senior High School), and Sandra Singh (Vancouver [BC] Public Library).  

Meeting 129 is scheduled for May 7–9, 2008, at OCLC headquarters in Dublin, Ohio.

025.431: The Dewey blog

025.431: The Dewey blog (http://ddc.typepad.com) was the featured TypePad blog on September 4, 2008 (http://featured.typepad.com/blogs/2007/09/the-dewey-blog.html).   

Group Subscriptions for Dewey Services

If your library is part of a consortium and wishes to subscribe to WebDewey and/or Abridged WebDewey, please contact Libbie Crawford at libbie_crawford@oclc.org or 

1-800-848-5878 ext. 6346 to explore group subscription options.

Dewey Application at the Library of Congress 

Decimal Classification Division classifiers and others assigned Dewey numbers to 72,518 titles during fiscal year 2007 (which ended September 30, 2007), at a productivity rate (titles classified per hour) of 10.92.  Comparable figures for fiscal year 2006 were 101,966 and 10.22.  The increase in productivity and the decrease in production may be attributed to the Division’s cross-training initiative and the loss of three senior classifiers part way through fiscal year 2006.  The Division’s Dewey production was supplemented by copied Dewey Decimal Classification numbers processed in the cataloging divisions.  During fiscal year 2007, Library of Congress cataloging teams processed 23,998 titles with copied Dewey numbers.  The comparable figure for 2006 was 22,917 titles.

The Division’s production in the assignment of Dewey numbers was supplemented by the implementation of AutoDewey, a DDC software program that automatically assigns Dewey numbers to bibliographic records for works of fiction by single authors in English, French, and Italian. This program was installed on workstations in the History and Literature Cataloging Division in March 2007.  From March through September 2007, use of AutoDewey resulted in an additional 2,385 records receiving Dewey numbers. 

As a contribution to the World Digital Library prototype (described above in Dewey around the World), Decimal Classification Division classifiers assigned three-digit Dewey numbers to approximately 260 records in English, Portuguese, Russian, and Spanish.

Dewey Editorial Office

Please direct questions, comments or requests for information on the Dewey Decimal Classification to dewey@loc.gov, or:

Dewey Editorial Office

Library of Congress

Decimal Classification Division

101 Independence Ave., S.E.

Washington, DC 20540-4330

Fax: 1-202-707-0279

(Note: Mail service may be slow to LC due to heightened security precautions.)

Useful Dewey Links

Dewey web site  

http://www.oclc.org/dewey/
025.431: The Dewey blog
http://ddc.typepad.com
DeweyBrowser 
         
http://www.oclc.org/research/researchworks/ddc/browser.htm
Dewey Documentation 
http://www.oclc.org/support/documentation/dewey/
Dewey FAQ 


http://www.oclc.org/support/questions/dewey/
DDC RSS Feeds 

http://www.oclc.org/dewey/syndicated/rss.htm
New & Changed Entries   
http://www.oclc.org/dewey/updates/new/default.htm
DDC Questions?

dewey@loc.gov  (Dewey Editorial Office)

dewey@oclc.org (Licensing, group purchases, LIS program)
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Subject Analysis Committee





Section: CCS

Chair:  Qiang Jin

Committee actions since Annual 2007:

Goal 1: Standards.

Objective 2, Develop and maintain effective mechanisms for standards distribution, discussion, and comment, to ensure their regular review and timely revision.

a) The SAC Subcommittee on FAST continued its work on evaluating the work to date of the FAST project (Faceted Application of Subject Terminology) at OCLC with the goal of providing feedback to project members.

b) The SAC Subcommittee on the Future of Subject Headings continued its work on the future of subject cataloging, with emphasis on Library on Congress Subject Headings (LCSH), through the use of SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities, and Threats) analysis, taking into consideration both internal forces within the library community and the external environment.  
c) The SAC Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation was formed at Annual 2007 to act as a facilitator of two-way communication between the Library of Congress Cataloging Policy and Support Office (CPSO) and the cataloging communities with an interest in genre/form headings, including but not limited to the moving image, music, and law communities.   

Objective 3, Promote international standards and evaluation by influencing and collaborating with library and information standards groups.

a) The Joint PCC/CCS Task Force on Library of Congress Classification Training completed the development of training materials for a two-day workshop in LC Classification and delivered the materials to the Cataloging Distribution Service for publication.  The workshop was presented as a preconference at the ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. and was available this fall for general release.

[also 3/5]
Goal 2: Best Practices.

Objective 1, Sponsor programs and open forums to encourage collaboration and discussion of practices and problems.
The SAC Form/Genre Subcommittee presented a program “Form/Genre Headings: Where We Are, Where Are We Heading, Where We Want to Be” at Annual Conference in Washington, D.C.
Goal 3: Education.

Objective 5, Develop a suite of training materials and services, including a “train the trainer” program.
a) The Joint PCC/CCS Task Force on Library of Congress Classification Training completed the development of training materials for a two-day workshop in LC Classification and delivered the materials to the Cataloging Distribution Service for publication.  The workshop was presented as a preconference at the ALA Annual Conference in Washington, D.C. and will be available later this fall for general release.

[also 1/3]

References to the ALCTS Strategic Plan are to the version dated June 2002.
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Report from the American Association of Law Libraries

Technical Services Special Interest Group

Cataloging and Classification Committee

Submitted by Yael Mandelstam, AALL representative to SAC

The Cataloging and Classification Committee of the American Association of Law Libraries met in New Orleans in July 2007. The AALL 2008 Annual Meeting will be held in Portland, Oregon in July.

AALL Conference Highlights

· Members of the Cataloging and Classification Committee approved the draft revision of form table KF1 developed by Marie Whited from the Law Library of Congress. The draft and related materials are available at http://www.aallnet.org/sis/tssis/committees/cataloging/classification/  
· Jolande Goldberg, Senior Cataloging Policy Specialist/Law Classification, Library of Congress, presented LC’s Classification Web: an Electronic Gateway to Indigenous Government and Law in the Americas. Employing an innovative approach to LC’s Classification Web, the new Class KIA-KIX (Law of Indigenous Peoples in the Americas) was used as a gateway to digital legal sources of indigenous governments in the Americas. 


Genre Terms for Law Materials Project (GTLMP)

The Classification and Subject Cataloging Policy Advisory Working Group (CSCP) continues to work on a list of legal form/genre headings. The list is based on Genre terms for law materials: a thesaurus, compiled by William Benemann (Buffalo, N.Y.: William S. Hein & Co., 2006).

The CSCP group completed its review of Benemann’s GTLM terms and is now working on GTLM expansion. To alleviate the problem of having to follow the discussion through increasingly lengthy e-mails, the group created a wiki that allows for better organization of the project. The wiki can be viewed at http://lawgenre.pbwiki.com/.

Inherently Legal Subject Headings Project (ILSH)

The ILSH task force continues to submit to SACO proposals for adding “[Topic] — Law and legislation” see references to subject authority records of legal headings. The submitted headings are marked with an asterisk on the ILSH A-Z list. To view the list and learn more about the project, go to http://www.lawlib.duq.edu/ILSH/


 


FAST Cleanup Project
The ILSH task force was fortunate to receive from Ed O'Neill (OCLC) a file of 1405 FAST topical headings that had “Law and legislation” subdivisions but no corresponding LC authority record. The file helped the task force determine the extent to which this subdivision is being applied incorrectly on WorldCat. 

In return, AALL catalogers offered to help clean up the FAST file from incorrect “Law and legislation” subdivisions. A group of 27 volunteers analyzed and marked the FAST headings, and in October 2007, the file was sent to Ed. From the 1405 headings examined, 946 were marked for deletion because of unauthorized application of “Law and legislation”; 78 were for classes of persons or ethnic group that require “Legal status, laws, etc.” subdivision rather than “Law and legislation”; and 381 were marked as correct.

                                           IFLA Report to the Subject Analysis Committee             [SAC08-MID/8]
Activities of the Classification and Indexing Section

ALA Midwinter Meeting, January 2008

David Miller and Edward T. O'Neill

The IFLA World Library and Information Congress held in Durban, South Africa, will be remembered for many things, beginning with the warmth and hospitality of our hosts, including International Convention Center and hotel staff. The ICC is itself an outstanding facility, capacious and attractive, but fortunately not so enormous as to require significant hikes between meeting rooms. The Opening Session was notable for featuring the "South African Mother of Books," Gcina Mhlophe, and an unforgettable keynote address by Justice Albie Sachs, a Judge on the Bench of the Constitutional Court of South Africa. The Ministry of Arts and Culture showed great generosity in providing plentiful and efficient shuttle buses, as well as sponsoring the Cultural Gala. The Mayor’s Office deserves thanks, as well, for a most enjoyable and wonderfully catered Beach Party. At the same time, it true that there were real concerns for personal safety, so for most attendees there was probably less opportunity for independent exploration of a new city. Those interested in the numbers may find it significant that out of over 3050 attendees, 1606 were from Africa, and 1212, well over a third, from South Africa itself. 118 countries were represented.

The Classification and Indexing Section's program (Session 157) was titled “Partners for subject access to bring libraries and users together”. It was given during the final time slot on Thursday morning, just before the Closing Ceremony. This bit of scheduling caused a bit of concern, but in fact the program was attended by nearly 200 people, a very respectable turnout given the total number of attendees. What is more, almost everyone stayed through the entire program (which conference-goers know is not a sure thing), with much informal discussion among speakers and audience members afterwards. James M. Turner (Université de Montréal) described a project for deriving index terms for the content of film shots and sequences from audio description text. The program concluded with a discussion of Indonesian geography, period and language notations in DDC, presented by L. Sulistyo-Basuki (Universitas Indonesia, Depok, Indonesia). 

SAC members may be especially interested in the papers on user tagging, by Jonathan Further (UCLA) and Sarah Hayman and Nick Lothian (Education Network Australia). While these papers were similar in content, they approached this current“2.0” topic from different perspectives.  Furner’s paper, “User tagging of library resources: Toward a framework for system evaluation,” asked the question, “What, specifically, are the factors that determine whether or not user-tagging services will be successful? If success is to be defined in terms of the effectiveness with which systems perform the particular functions expected of them (rather than simply in terms of popularity), an understanding is needed both of the multifunctional nature of tagging tools, and of the complex nature of users’ mental models of that multifunctionality.” Hayman and Lothian’s paper, “Taxonomy Directed Folksonomies: Integrating user tagging and controlled vocabularies for Australian education networks,” describes a proof of concept project to integrate user tagging and established taxonomy in the education sector, for the mutual improvement of each type of tool. Links to all the program papers are available at http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla73/Programme2007.htm. 

The Section also participated in a joint program with the Bibliography and National Libraries Sections (Session 89), in which the Working Group on Guidelines for Subject Access by national libraries and national bibliographic agencies presented its interim report (http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla73/papers/089-Bourdon_Landry-en.pdf). The Working Group on Functional Requirements for Subject Authority Records (FRSAR) continued its work with two meetings, featuring lively and sustained discussion (http://www.ifla.org/VII/s29/wgfrsar.htm). FRSAR chair Marcia Zeng (Kent State University) presented a summary of the WG’s progress, prior to the Durban conference, at the general program of Division IV, Bibliographic Control.

The WLIC will be held in Québec City in 2008, and will be a good opportunity for most North Americans who would like to experience IFLA to attend without incurring the expense of a day-long  plane flight (see http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla74/index.htm). The Classification and Indexing Section will hold a program with the theme of “Classification and Indexing without Language Borders." A call for papers for this program has been sent out and is reproduced below. Poster sessions are another excellent way to participate in IFLA: the call for 2008 presentations is posted at http://www.ifla.org/IV/ifla74/call-postersession-en.htm. Future conference venues are Milan, Italy in 2009 and Brisbane, Australia in 2010.

The Section Chair/Treasurer is Patrice Landry, National Library of Switzerland. Leda Bultrini, ARPA Lazio (Regional Environment Protection Agency), Rome, is the Secretary, and Billie Hackney, Getty Research Institute, Los Angeles, is the Information Coordinator and Newsletter Editor. The Section’s home page, featuring newsletters, annual reports, meeting minutes and other information is available at http://www.ifla.org/VII/s29/index.htm.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

From: Jahns, Yvonne [mailto:Y.Jahns@d-nb.de] 

Sent: Monday, December 03, 2007 11:41 AM

To: class@infoserv.inist.fr

Subject: [CLASS] IFLA 2008 Call for papers

***Apologies for cross-posting***

World Library and Information Congress

74th IFLA General Conference and Council, 10-15 August 2008, Québec, Canada

"Libraries without borders: Navigating towards global understanding"

CALL FOR PAPERS

Classification and Indexing Section

The IFLA Classification and Indexing Section will be hosting a two-hour session at Québec conference that will consist of the presentation of four papers. Librarians, academics and other information professionals around the world are invited to submit paper proposals for the open session on the theme

Classification and indexing without language borders.

Proposals should focus on one of the following areas:

·         bi- or multi-lingual indexing

·         mappings between heterogeneous indexing vocabularies

·         linking of classifications and/or indexing languages

·         translations of classifications

·         classifications as mediators between scripts and languages

·         subject interoperability

·         multi-lingual searching in library catalogues

·         international cooperation in subject authority control

If you are interested in contributing, please send 

·         an abstract of 300-500 words in English including a title

·         an outline of the presentation 

·         brief biographical information of the author(s)/presenter(s) with current employment information

·         your mailing address

by January 15, 2008 to:

Mrs Yvonne Jahns

Coordinator of the Selection Committee

E-mail: y.jahns@d-nb.de

Fax: +49 341 2271 444

The submissions will be reviewed by a selection committee of the Classification and Indexing Section Standing Committee. The selection will be based on the abstracts and rated on how well they fit the programme theme. Authors will be contacted by February 15, 2008.

For successful applicants the deadline for submission of full papers is April 15, 2008 to allow time for review of papers and preparation of translations. The papers must be original submissions, not published elsewhere, and should be no longer than 15 pages, double-spaced. Papers should be in one of the IFLA languages with a version in English to allow for translation in other IFLA languages. 

Presentations at the conference will be limited to approx. 20 minutes at the Section's open session and will be a summary of the original paper and may use PowerPoint. We strongly recommend that the presentation slides are in English because simultaneous interpretation is not guaranteed.

PLEASE NOTE that no financial support can be provided. The expenses of attending the Québec conference will be the responsibility of the author(s) / presenter(s) of accepted papers. For information on the IFLA Classification and Indexing Section, please see http://www.ifla.org/VII/s29/index.htm.

[SAC08-MID/9]

FRSAR (Functional Requirements for Subject Authority Records) 

Report of Activities

ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee

ALA Midwinter 2008, Philadelphia.

The FRSAR group members have had several meetings through emails, conference calls, and face-to-face meetings since May 2006.   Major outcomes include the definitions of user tasks, a proposal of a new model, and a plan for the final report.   

The group had three meetings during Aug. 20 and 24 at IFLA Durban conference and discussed extensively the proposed model and Group 3 entities.  Major outcomes can be summarized as:

1. FRSAR confirms what FRBR has already defined: WORK has-subject THEMA.  Here thema is the term used temporarily to refer to anything that can be subject of a work.  Thema includes any FRBR entities.  

2. FRSAR proposes the new relationship: THEMA has appellation NOMEN.  Again, nomen is a term used temporarily to refer to any alpha numeric, sound, visual etc. symbol or combination of symbols by which a thema is known, referred to or addressed.

3. This THEMA-NOMEN relationship is consistent with what FRAD has proposed in its draft report, to separate what a thing is (the concept) from what it is known, referred to or addressed (its name, label). 

4.  FRSAR group plans to have a draft final report ready in spring of 2008.

Report prepared by Marcia Zeng.  Please address any questions or comments to Marcia at mzeng@kent.edu.

January 9, 2008

[SAC08-MID/10]      
SACO-At-Large Meeting Summary
ALA Midwinter, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 
11:00 A.M. - 12:00 Noon 
Sheraton Philadelphia, Independence Ballroom

John N. Mitchell, SACO Coordinator, led the discussion for the semi-annual SACO-At-Large meeting and opened with the growth and status of the SACO Program. Mitchell reported that the SACO program continues to increase in membership and pointed out that there is a direct link from the CPSO Home Page to the SACO Authority Proposal Form without instructing interested contributors to the SACO application. CPSO has been advised that this link needs to be modified and should link Web users to the SACO Home page instructing them that SACO membership is required before submitting proposals to LCSH.

Mitchell listed the following institutions as having become SACO members since ALA Annual in Washington, D.C.: Georgian Court University (a participant through the NJ NACO funnel), University of Hartford (CT), Asbury Park Public Library (NJ), Regent University (a participant through the Virginia SACO funnel), Saint Mary's University of Minnesota, San Diego County Public Law Library, NASA Headquarters Library (Washington, DC), the Lunar and Planetary Institute (Houston, TX), and the Bibliocentre (a technical services processing facility in Toronto, Ontario, Canada) 

Update of jointly-developed ALCTS/PCC courses and their availability [Paul Frank] 

Frank addressed the SACO-At-Large audience reporting on the revised "Basic Subject Cataloging Using LCSH" and the new ALCTS/PCC courses ("Fundamentals of Library of Congress Classification", and "Fundamentals of Series Authorities") that will soon be available from the Cataloging Distribution Service via the Cataloger's Learning Workshops Home page. Frank reported that final edits have been done and await posting by the CDS staff. 

Report from the SACO Representative on the PCC Policy Committee (PoCo) 

David Miller, Curry College, SACO representative on the PoCo, sent a letter to the SACO Coordinator to be read at the SACO-At-Large meeting. It explains his absence and briefly summarizes the SACO-related issues discussed at the November 2007 PoCo meeting. Miller also invites SACO members to contact him with any SACO-related issues that he can take to PoCo. For a thorough report of the PoCo meeting please read Miller's summary.

SACO Web course 

Mitchell announced that ALCTS [Association for Library Collections and Technical Services, a division of the American Library Association], on whose server the SACO Web course was developed using the WebCT 4.1 software, has migrated materials via the new software package (Moodle) it is using. Mitchell has been in consultation with ALCTS about making the necessary modifications and hopes that this long awaited Web-course will be available before ALA Annual. A small group of "beta testers" for the Web-course will work through any glitches before the course is publicly available. SACO participants should anticipate notification via the SACOlist. 

Genre/Form Subject Authority Records: 
Report from Janis Young, CPSO, of further developments 

Janis Young provided an in-depth update on the genre/form projects being done at the Library of Congress. She highlighted CPSO's endeavors to add the 155-MARC tagged authority records to LCSH. The initial corpus of work reflects moving image genre/form headings. Young summarized some of the important issues that have been resolved and remain to be resolved for this genre/form terms and publicly acknowledged the support and suggestions from the library community. Following Young's PowerPoint presentation she responded to questions that stemmed from the content. Most notably was the decision that CPSO would reinstate the heading "Video recordings for the hearing impaired" as well as the heading "Video recordings for people with visual disabilities". Jeffrey Beall, University of Colorado at Denver, Auraria Library, asked about the database management perspective for this reinstatement, and Young confirmed that these decisions had been communicated to OCLC and that LC apologized about consequential database cleanup. Stephen Hearn, University of Minnesota, inquired about what Young characterized as "crossover terms" and Young responded that decisions have not yet been made as to the extent of interconnectibility for the genre/form terms. Each project will need to be looked at individually. Jimmie Lundgren, University of Florida, reported that the map community has been very involved and that the ALCTS Map Cataloging Discussion Group was enthusiastic and supportive of these genre/form efforts. Young indicated that LC's Geography and Map Division has also been in touch with MAGERT to involve map catalogers. Young pointed out that CPSO has been working on the standardized language used in scope notes and placement in the 667 and 680 fields. 

Future SACO-At-Large Meetings: 
Content / Time of Meeting? 

Mitchell polled the audience about the format and content of the SACO-At-Large meetings and received overwhelming support to continue the program aspect of the meeting, rather than a simple reporting session about SACO and its growth. Given that mandate, Mitchell announced that the upcoming meeting of the SACO-At-Large will feature a panel presentation by four of the SACO funnel coordinators and how each manages his/her own funnel. The panel will include two funnel coordinators from a discipline perspective as well as two geographic-based subject funnel project coordinators. 

Mitchell invited suggestions for future SACO-At-Large meetings and requested that these be forwarded to him directly or through the SACOlist. To that end, Mitchell intends that the 2009 SACO-At-Large meetings will focus on the functional requirements for subject authority records (FRSAR) and has started planning these meetings in Denver and Chicago. 

The last item for the agenda focused on the time slot for the SACO-At-Large meetings. Attendees were quick to point out that this query should probably be disseminated particularly to those folks who weren't present, although there seemed to be a lot of support for the current time slot. Mitchell then volunteered to craft a message for the SACOlist, asking members to comment about the time that has been currently selected for the SACO-At-Large meeting. Sherman Clarke, New York University, suggested that a proposal be brought to SAC, asking them to publicize the SACO-At-Large meeting, which directly follows the Sunday morning SAC meeting. Mitchell followed up with SAC at its Monday afternoon meeting, and Qiang Jin, Chair, ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee, agreed to do this. Stephen Hearn, University of Minnesota, suggested that the SACO-At-Large meeting have a listing in the ALA Program guide as well, which Mitchell will investigate.

[SAC08-MID/11]
SAC Subcommittee on Library of Congress Classification Training Materials

Final Report, Midwinter 2008, Philadelphia

Development of the two-day workshop, Fundamentals of Library of Congress Classification, was completed in August.  Revisions were made based on feedback from the preconference held at Annual 2007.  Since it was difficult to get through all of the material in the two-day timeframe, some material was eliminated from the final version.

Trainers were recruited over the summer.  In October, 26 trainers attended an Instructor Development Session led by Lori Robare and Paul Frank at the Library of Congress.  In addition, several members of the combined PCC SCT/CCS SAC Task Force will serve as trainers.

The final meeting of the combined PCC SCT/CCS SAC Task Force is Monday, January 14, from 8:00 to 10:00.  The meeting will focus on the logistics of the Cooperative Cataloging Training (CCT) program and preparing committee members to serve as trainers for the course. 

The training materials are expected to be available for purchase and hosting of workshops in January.  Information is available at: http://www.loc.gov/catworkshop/cct/classify/index.html

The Chair would like to thank the members of the task force for their expertise, creativity, and diligent work on the development of the training materials. 

Respectfully submitted,

Lori Robare, Chair 

[SAC08-MID/12]
ALCTS Subject Analysis Committee

Subcommittee on FAST

Minutes

January 11, 2008 – 7:30 – 9:00 pm
                                                 Crowne Plaza, Independence
        Members present: Qiang Jin, Chair; Laura Akerman, Sherman Clarke, Shelby E. Harken, Stephen Hearn, Shannon Hoffman, Jimmie Lundgren, John Maier, Arlene G. Taylor and Ed O’Neill (OCLC liaison) 
        The SAC Subcommittee on FAST met on Friday. Ed O’Neill gave the subcommittee an update on the FAST developments since Annual 2007. 
       The FAST team completed all FAST facets. In December 2007, the FAST team sent the subcommittee a random sample of 500 bibliographic records with all FAST facets and in all formats.  The subcommittee members looked at the sample and sent several questions to the subcommittee listserv and the FAST leader answered some of the questions. At our meeting on Friday, we devoted most of the meeting discussing the sample and provided the FAST team with some feedback. 
       SAC extended the life of the subcommittee to Midwinter 2010 at the SAC meeting on Monday afternoon.
Respectfully submitted,

Qiang Jin, Chair

SAC Subcommittee on FAST

[SAC08-MID/13]

FAST (Faceted Application of Subject Terminology)

Project Update
ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee

ALA Midwinter 2008, Philadelphia.

As of January 8, 2008, the FAST subject authority file contained:

Personal name headings  

510,094

Corporate name headings

283,569

Topical headings


406,960

Geographic name headings

149,960

Chronological headings                             676

Event headings                                      11,414

Title headings                                        48,200

Total FAST subject                        1,410,670

In addition to the subject authorities, FAST includes two other authority files: Forms and References.   The forms file currently contains 704 authority records and the reference file contains 12,075.   The number of FAST authorities has not changed significantly in the past six months although there have been numerous revisions to the records..  All FAST authorities records except for the reference records are publicly accessible on the FAST web site.  The recent development effort has focused on (1) resolving conflicts, (2) revising the software to convert LCSH headings to FAST headings, (3) creating the reference records, (4) resynchronizing the FAST authorities with LCSH and (5) identifying and correcting other errors or inconsistencies.

Conflicts pose a significant issue with FAST.  LCSH permits conflicts between names and subjects—FAST does not.  Since FAST is not limited to the MARC environment, two headings that differ only in subfield coding and/or delimiters are considered conflicts.   All new FAST authorities are checked and any conflicts must be resolved before the record can be added to the FAST authority file.

The current FAST authority file was derived from now older LC authority records and has not been fully updated in several years.  Software and procedures were developed to update the FAST authorities based on changes to the LCSH authority record from which FAST is based.  The updating of all facets except topicals should be completed in February.  The updating on the topical facet should be completed by April.  After this initial updating, the FAST will be resynchronizing with LCSH on a regular basis.

The reference records play a key role in FAST by controlling the way LCSH headings are converted to FAST headings.  The reference records are used to both convert new or revised LCSH authority records to FAST authority records and to convert LCSH headings in bibliographic record to FAST headings.  A corresponding reference record is created for any LCSH heading that can’t be algorithmically converted.  The essential fields for the reference record for the World War I are:

150    ‡aWorld War, 1914-1918

711 .7 ‡aWorld War (1914-1918)‡2fast

748 .7 ‡a1914 - 1918‡2fast

750 .0 ‡aWorld War, 1914-1918‡0(DLC)sh 85148236

In FAST, World War I is considered to be an event and the single LCSH topical heading converts to two FAST headings, an event heading and a chronological heading.  Utilizing reference records to control the conversion in complex cases provides a flexible and maintainable method of linking LCSH and FAST. The reference records are used only for converting LCSH to FAST and have no relevance when FAST headings are assigned directly.

The FAST team continues to explore collaborative effects to improve FAST.  This fall, in conjunction with the American Association of Law Libraries, there was a successful effort to identify and correct legal headings that erroneously contained the subdivision Law and legislation.  
The draft of the FAST manual continues to be refined and expanded. The FAST manual covers both the development process and the application guidelines.  Lois Mai Chan and Ed O’Neill have committed to writing a book on FAST to be published by Libraries Unlimited.

The latest version of the FAST database and the FAST manual are available on the FAST Web site at http://fast.oclc.org.. Please address any questions or comments to Ed O’Neill at oneill@oclc.org.

January 9, 2008











[SAC08-MID/14]

SAC Subcommittee on the Future of Subject Headings

January 12, 2008

The SAC Subcommittee on the Future of Subject Headings is requesting an extension and change in their charge.  This is in response to certain announcements from LC, and other developments.

Old charge:

“To analyze the future of subject analysis with emphasis on Library of Congress Subject Headings through the use of SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) analysis, taking into consideration both internal forces within the library community and external environment.  The committee will present a final report at Midwinter, 2008, with a program for Annual, 2008.”

Revised charge:

“To analyze the future of subject analysis using controlled vocabulary through the use of SWOT (Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats) analysis, taking into consideration both internal forces within the library community and external environment.  The committee will present a final report at Midwinter, 2009, with a program for Annual, 2009.”

This change was voted on and accepted by the Subcommittee at the meeting on January 11, 2008.

Linda Gabel

Acting Chair

Subcommittee on the Future of Subject Headings.

[Note: Discussion at the meeting focused on the need to respond to LC’s commitment to continue application and development of LCSH.  Linda also accepted the chairmanship of the subcommittee.]








[SAC08-MID/15]

Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation
ALCTS CCS Subject Analysis Committee
Report
ALA Midwinter Meeting, January 2008, Philadelphia, PA

The Subcommittee on Genre/Form Implementation had its organizational meeting on January 12, 2008, at ALA Midwinter in Philadelphia.  The meeting was well-attended by subcommittee members and many guests.  We are still grappling with the scope of our charge, but we were able to identify some first steps that we could take.  Some of the things that we intend to begin work on prior to ALA annual are:

· Identify headings that are established as 150’s that are meant to be form headings, and established headings that could be either.

· Create a list of subject areas or communities and prioritize attention to them, such as law, music, art, newspapers, special collections, religious studies, cartographic, medical, literature.

· Come up with a list of general form/genre terms that many communities need to use, such as “Periodicals.”

· Look at already completed lists of form/genre headings (work done within various communities already).

· Set up a committee wiki for discussions on issues and specific terms.  Patricia has inquired and there should be wiki space available within the ALA website.  She will investigate further.

· An important first issue to tackle:  Do we need geographic subdivisions for form/genre headings?

· Janis Young will be our permanent liaison to CPSO.  She emphasized that LC definitely needs and wants our input on the issue of form/genre headings.  She suggested that in the near term we might want to draft a statement of support for form/genre work being done at LC, and send it to LC under the auspices of SAC.
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