Best practices in collection assessment:

(1) From: "Linwood DeLong" <linwood.delong@uwinnipeg.ca>

We couldn't find very much either, and we ended up using an in-house 

strategy.   We discussed with OCLC the possibilities of doing some 

collection comparison using their software, but our collection assessment 

budget didn't allow us to pursue this option further.

We created lists of subject headings or keywords (usually about 30 per 

subject discipline) and then searched these keywords against the holdings 

of sister libraries whose collections and enrollment size were close to 

ours, focusing on books published after 1980 (in some cases more recent 

than that).   This does show you how well your library stands up against 

sister libraries, but it admittedly doesn't match your collection against 

any standard list that would have been prepared by an editorial board and a 

group of recognized subject specialists.

To get a sense of the comparative adequacy of our serials collection, we 

used serials lists from standard indexes such as the H.W. Wilson ones 

(which are easily downloaded) and checked to see which libraries had 

current print or online subscriptions to those.   Ideally, we would have 

also checked for the strength of serial back runs (especially in 

humanities), but we didn't have time to do this.

Here in Canada, we need to compare our holdings with other libraries that 

have strong Canadiana collections (in the social sciences and the 

humanities) and we have often found U.S. lists not to be so helpful.
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(2) From: Margo Warner Curl <MCURL@wooster.edu>

There are a number of resources for information on collection assessment - 

here are some I've found useful -

- articles by Anna Perrault

  - Bushing, Mary, Burns Davis, Nancy Powell. Using the Conspectus Method: 

A Collection Assessment Handbook. Lacey WA: WLN, c1997.

-Lambert, Dennis K., et al. Guide to Review of Library Collections: 

Preservation, Storage, and Withdrawal. 2d ed. Lanham, Maryland: ALCTS in 

cooperation with The Scarecrow Press, 2002.

- Lockett, Barbara, ed. Guide to the Evaluation of Library Collections. 

Chicago: ALA, 1989.

- Luther, Judy, Linda Bills, et al. Library Buildings and the Building of a 

Collaborative Research Collection at the Tri-College Library Consortium: 

Report to the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. Washington, DC: Council on 

Library and Information Resources, April 2003. 

http://www.clir.org/pubs/abstract/pub115abst.html

- Nisonger, Thomas E. Collection Evaluation in Academic Libraries : a 

Literature Guide and Annotated Bibliography. Englewood CO: Libraries 

Unlimited, 1992.

Margo Warner Curl

Coordinator of Cooperative Collection Development,

CONSORT Colleges

(Denison University, Kenyon College,

Ohio Wesleyan University, The College of Wooster)

(3)

Main Author: White, Howard D.

Title: Brief tests of collection strength : a methodology for all types of 

libraries /

Publisher: Westport, Conn. : Greenwood Press, 1995.

This book is a useful resource and often recommended.

Joanna Mitchell                   Phone:  (906) 227-1208

Collection Development Librarian

Olson Library                     Fax:  (906) 227-1333

Northern Michigan University

Marquette, MI  49855              E-mail:  jmitchel@nmu.edu
(4)

  you might want to try searching under the term "conspectus"

for articles on collection development assessment methods. one book I

especially like is _Cooperative collection management: The conspectus

approach_ edited by Barbara M. Allen & G.N. Olson (Neal-Schuman, 1994).

good luck with your project,

Cindy Mediavilla

cmediavi@ucla.edu
(5)

Well, you are right, there isn't much.  The only thing I am aware of, 

other than fitting what statistics you can get with what you are able to 

do according to what the dept. needs or is logical to the discipline is, 

OCLC.  This website http://www.oclc.org/western/products/aca/ will tell 

you about the Automated Collection Assessment and Analysis Service they 

provide.  We have used it once for a proposed Ph.D. in Health Research 

Services.  We compared ourselves to four other collections in those IDed 

call number areas.  I wasn't here when it was initiated, so I just had 

to interpret the results.  It cost us about $14,000.  This compared all 

years, though we could, as an excel file (provided by them I think), 

limit the numbers to the last 10 years when it became obvious that in 

the area of Science or Medicine, it didn't make sense to look at "old" 

books.   Also, the person who identified the call number ranges did not 

limit to specific pertinent ranges but took all medical areas (Rs), and 

then compared ourselves to 4 institutions, all having either a long 

standing medical school or health science library, which we did not.  

Problematic also because of the size of the collections (two much 

smaller and two much larger libraries), we ended up smack in the middle, 

of course.  I suggested we use at least 5 comparables, though the more 

collections you use for comparison, the more it costs.   Yes, by all 

means pick one or two that you want to make sure you want to "shoot for" 

so to speak.  That is, know that what they own is what you want to know 

and use that information to develop your collections.

My point is that you have to look at other details yourself, meaning the 

size and kind of program and how applicable it is to yours. I used 

various sources including Peterson's Graduate Program Directory and the 

institutions website.   They also did not recommend using serial titles 

because not everyone uses LC, especially medical libraries,  so these 

factors were missing, and, in the area of science, serial holdings are 

probably more indicative of a healthy research collection. 

Just this year Ulrich's came out with USAS, which is a serials 

analysis.  They can compare your holdings to everything published in an 

area or just to scholarly .  We haven't gotten all of our holdings in 

it, but it is still useful.  This cost us about $2,000, but includes 

unlimited access to Ulrich's online.  JCRs (Journal Citation Reports) 

are also useful to assess your serial holdings.  This too is not a 

horribly expensive database, I'd say we were paying 2-3 thousand.

I hope this helped.  We are only considering two more OCLC assessment.   

One for a Ph.D in Aquatic Resources, but they don't feel book holdings 

pertinent, they'd rather know about serials and one for an MFA.  In the 

humanities and certainly in art, it would be more relevant to see what 

certain collections have that we don't.  That dept. is very enthusiastic 

about it and want it done.  We do believe that it is going to be just as 

costly as the one we did, and money is an issue for us right now.  Also, 

the program is still in the works and not likely to happen for a few years.

Selene Hinojosa

Collection Development Librarian

Albert B. Alkek Library

San Marcos, Texas

Texas State University

